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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 
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international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application 
generally has the same effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The 
PCT process simplifies the filing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but 
does not result in a grant of "an international patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file 
additional documents and fees in countries where patent protection is desired. 



Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must 
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37 CFR 1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 
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